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PREFACE. 


facrr of tile country, of its arts, and natural produtlions, lit¬ 
tle has yet been faid. Gentlemen who have refidcd long in 
India lofe the idea of the firfl. intprelfton which that very 
curious country makes upon an entire flranger: the novelty 
is foon effaced, and the mind, by a common and natural 
operation, foon direfls its views to more abftraft fpeculation ; 
reafoning affumes the place of obfervation, and the traveller 
is loll in the philofophcr. 

To fupply, in fome flight degree, this hiatus in the topo¬ 
graphical department of literature, is the immediate objeft 
of the following pages. It will, I flatter myfelf, not be dis¬ 
agreeable to my readers to be informed, that they confill of 
a few plain obfervations, noted down upon the fpot, in the 
Ample garb of truth, without the fmalleft embelliihment 
from fiaion, or from fancy. They were chiefly intended for 
my own amufement, and to enable me to explain to my 
friends a number of drawings which I had made during my 
refidence in India, fome of which accompany the prefent 
publication. The apology is trite; but in this cafe its truth, 
and the refpe&ability of' the name to which I refer, mull 

plead my excufe.it was owing entirely to the influence 

and perfuafion of my mod juflly efleemed friend, Henry 
James Pye, Efq. Poet Laureat, that thefe obfervations have 
been fubmitted to a tribunal, which I have ever regarded 
with awful refpefi. t«£ Public. 





PREFACE, 


While I acknowledge my heart-felt obligations to 5>ne 
friend, it is not confident with my prefent feelings to omit 
the kind attentions of another. My learned friend, Dr. 
Gregory, by his perufai and revifion of my manufcript, con¬ 
tributed greatly to leffen my apprehenfions of that ordeal to 
which I was about to commit myfelf; and though he infills 
upon my dating, that his correttions were almod entirely 
verbal, yet I cannot but be confcious, that, without them, 
the work would have appeared in a dill more imperfeft 
date. 

After all, I am aware that I dand in need of every 
candid allowance on the part of my readers. It is evident 
that the dudies abfolutely requifite to any degree of profi¬ 
ciency in a liberal art, and the pra&ice of that art after¬ 
wards as a profedion, can leave but little leifure for the 
cultivation of literature; and perhaps my engagements have 
been even more unfavourable to this objeft than thofe of moft 
artids. A long circumnavigation, and the profeflional la¬ 
bour required in completing the works for Captain Cook's 
fecond voyage, occupied me for feveral years: and a voyage 
to India, with my different excurfions in that country, ab- 
. forbed no inconfiderable portion of my time and attention. 

On another part of this work I can fpeak with rather 
more confidence, becaufe I am Iefs perfonally concerned; 
and becaufe, as far as I am concerned, I appear in my pro- 





PREFACE. 


pcf profelhona! charafler. Tile drawings, from which the 
plates for this work are engraved, I have already men¬ 
tioned were made upon the fpot: and, to the utmoft of my 
ability, are fair and accurate reprefentations of the originals. 
Of the execution of the plates, while I feel that too much 
cannot be faid, my fenfes fufficiently convince me that it is 
tinnecelfary to fay any thing. I therefore conclude with 
fliortly returning my thanks to the artifts for the care and 
attention they have bellowed upon them. 














































and fixed at the feveral ftages or polls for facilitating travel¬ 
ling; each ftage, on an average, may be ten Englifh miles. 
The number of perfons arc ufually nine, -with two ad¬ 
ditional men or boys, to carry baggage and lights in the 
night, called mofioljees, from the name of the lights, moflol. 

From the apparent (late of a country, a juft eftimate 
may generally be formed of the happinefs or the mifery of 
a people. Where there is neatnefs in the cultivation of 
the land, and that land tilled to the utmoft of its bounda¬ 
ries, it may reafonably be fuppofcd that the government is 
the prote&or and not the oppreflor of the people. Through¬ 
out the kingdom of Bengal it appears highly flourifhing in 
tillage of every kind, and abounding in cattle. The vil¬ 
lages are neat and dean, and filled with fwarms of people. 

There are few objects to attraft the attention of the 
curious traveller from Calcutta, until he reaches the plains 
of Plafley. This fpot to every refle&ing Englilhman mult 
be highly interefting, when he confiders that on this thea¬ 
tre, in the month of June, 1757, was difputed the exiftence of 
his countrymen in Bengal, even as merchants. The great 
abilities difplayed by Lord Clive previous to the battle of 
Plaftey, as well as in that afition, both as a general and a 
politician, undoubtedly entitle him to the high reputation 
which is attached to his memory; lince on that plain was 
laid the foundation of an empire in India, the influence of 













viftory was facilitated by an accident that happened on the 
. bridge: the carriage of one of the enemy’s large pieces of 
artillery broke down, and Hopping the retreat, threw them 
into confufion. Oodooanullah is two miles from Rajemahel; 
and Rajemahel is nearly eighty miles from Moorfhedabad: it 
lies on the weftern bank of the Ganges, which is high and 
bold, and at the foot of a chain of hills. The fituation is 
efieemed unhealthy, from the forefls in its neighbourhood. 
It was the feat of the government of Bengal, under Sultan 
Sujah, and it continued to be his refidence until he fell 
in the contelt for the empire witli his brother Aurungzebe. 
The numberlcfs ruins found at and in the neighbourhood, 
evinced his pafTion for building; and the great extent of 
many of them affords a proof of his fplendor and magnifi¬ 
cence. There yet remains a part of the palace : which was 
fupported by vaft o&angular piers, raifed from the edge of the 
river. The great hall yet remains, with fome leffer apart¬ 
ments, as well as the principal gate leading to the palace: 
thefe are furrounded by immenfe maffes of ruins. This pa¬ 
lace, in the time of Sultan Sujah, was nearly deftroyed by 
fire: the zananah, or that part inhabited by the females 
of his family, was totally defiroyed. 

A tradition prevails in this part of the country, that 
more than three hundred women fell a facrifice to modefty 
on this occafion; none of them daring to fave themfelves, 
from the apprehenfion of being feen by the men. At a lit- 






ELS IN 


tie diftance front Rajcmahel arc the ruins of a zananah, 

inhabited facrcd places ; and I was gratified extremely to' 
obferve the perfect accuracy in the Hindoflan pifturcs 
which reprefent them. The annexed plate is from an old 
pi ft urc of one which I met with in India. It may not be 
improper to remark, while I am upon this fubjeft, that 
when the Mogul government was in the plenitude of its 
power, it was an objeft with the Omrahs, or great Lords 
of the court, to hold captive in their zananahs even hun¬ 
dreds of females, collefted from various quarters of the 
empire, and particularly fo from Caflimire, a country fa¬ 
mous for the beauty of its women.* From Rajemahcl the 
publick road continues by the fide of the river, at the foot 
of the hills, to the pafs of Sicri Gully, whence it enters the 
province of Bahar. This pafs, in the time of the’Hindoo and 
Mogul governments was the commanding entrance from Ba¬ 
har'into the kingdom of Bengal, and was formerly fortified 
with a firong wall and gate, the ruins, of which yet remain. 
"What mull (hew the inutility of fuch fortifications, and the 
wifdom of the Britifii government in fuffering them to go to 



































any other employment, except collecting the revenues, which 
under the Moorilh governments have been always done by 
military force. 

At this feafon of the year it is not uncommon, towards 
the evening, to fee a fmail black cloud rifing in the eaftern 
part of the horizon, and afterwards fpreading itfelf to the 
north-weft. This phenomenon is always attended with a 
violent ftorm of wind, and flafhes of the ftrongeft and moft 
vivid lightning and heavy thunder, which is followed by rain. 
Thefe dorms fometimes lafl for half an hour or more ; and 
when they difperfe they leave the air greatly frefiiened, and 
the Hey of a deep, clear, and tranfparcnt blue. When they 
occur near the full moon, the whole atmofpherc is illumin¬ 
ated by a foft but brilliant filver light, attended with gentle 
airs, as Shakcfpearelias expreffed— 



Passing by the city of Moorfhedabad, on the evening of 
a Muflulman holiday, I was much entertained to fee the 
river covered with innumerable lights, juft floating above 

teas, at firft, difficult to account for; but I found, upon 

of fmail lamps, which they light and fet afloat on the river: 
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The boats ufed by the natives Tor travelling, and alfo by 
Europeans, are the budgerows, which both fail and row: 
they have in general from twelve to twenty oars. Thefe boats 
vary in their fize according to the condition of their owners; 
fome may be about fixty feet in length, having very high Herns; 
many of them twelve feet from the wat CI S edge, and quite 
fharp at the upper point: in the center they are broad, hav¬ 
ing a confiderablc bearing in the water, and quite (harp for¬ 
ward. They are fleered with a large paddle or oar, extending 
ten feet from the ftern ; and there is generally one maft in the 
center, on which is hoifted a large fquare fail: they have like- 
wife a topmaft, on which is a fquare fail for fine weather. 
Thefe boats are ill calculated to go near the wind, and indeed 
are dangerous, from the great weight abaft; they arc, how¬ 
ever, extremely commodious, having in the center a fmall ve- 
rander, or open portico, opening by a door into a handfome 
room, lighted by a.range of windows on each fide. This is 
the dining or fitting room, within which is a convenient 
bed chamber, generally containing a fmall clofet: the heighth 
of the fitting room is ufually from feven to nine feet. Be- 
fides this boat, a gentleman is ufually attended by two 
others; a pulwah, for the accommodation of the kitchen, 
and a fmaller boat, a paunchway, which is deftined to con¬ 
vey him cither on fhore or on board, as it frequently hap¬ 
pens that the budgerow cannot come clofe to the fhores, 
where he might wifli to land. Thefe boats fail more expe- 
ditioufly than the budgerows ; but the paunchways are 




























fimilar to many of the doors to our large Gothic cathedrals, 
having columns diminifhing as it were in perfpe&ive to the 
inner door. There is a large tank belonging to it, with 
feveral buildings riling from the water, containing pavilions. 
The whole, however, is much decayed. 

. The river Soane falls into the Ganges a little above 
Patna: at a fmall diftance from Patna is Bankepour, where 
are the refi (fences of the Englifh gentlemen, and near to 
which is the military ftation of Dinapour. 

From Patna I followed the fleet, and palled the mouth 
of the river CaramnalTa, the boundary of Bahar, and on 
the 12th of Augull arrived at Buxar. This is a fort and 
fmall military flation, and was, at the time I was there, 
commanded by Major Eaton. We proceeded from this 
place to Gazipoor, on the eallern Ihore of the Ganges. At 
this place are the ruins of a fine palace, b milt in the begin- 
ning of this century. It is raifed on a high bank, and on 
a point commanding two great reaches of the river, up and 
down. From the bank, which is full thirty feet from the 
water, is raifed another bafement of brick and mafonry fif¬ 
teen feet high, in which are fome apartments: on this is the 
building, which is an oblong fquare, with great pavilions at 
the angles, and in the center of each fide: the whole is an 
open fpace, fupported by colonades furrounding it. Within, 
on the floor of the building, is a channel for water about four 
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i. The: 


houfes, with open courts, Unrounded by ;l wall 
this place, is confidcrcd as very great in the hot months, 
not only from its natural fituation, but from the houfes being 
all built of free Hone, as well as from the narrownefs of the 
ftreets, which produce double and treble reflections of the 
fun’s rays: from the month of March, therefore, to the ufual 
fetting in of the rains in the latter end of June, its heat mull 


Surroundin'g the city arc many ruins of buildings, the 
efl'efds of Mahomedan intolerance. One is a large circular 
edifice, having evidently been a Hindoo temple, or part of one; 
there are ftill veftiges of feme of die ornaments ; and on one 
part I found the Grecian fcroll. 

During my ftudies at Benares, when T was making draw¬ 
ings of fome Bramins, and feveral other perfons who were en¬ 
tering and departing from a temple named Vifs Visfiia, my 
attention was called to tile building itfelf, and the more I 
regarded it, the more I was furprized to difeover ornaments 

to make a /ketch of the whole, which I executed, as well as a 

rately obferving the building in all its parts, I found each 









fill 


inclemencies of the fenfons, or to the apprehenfion of dangers 
from animals of prey, or the no lefs dangerous enemies of 


their own fpccics. Men arc neither born with tools to 
build with, nor can be fuppofed to have intuitively ah innate 
idea of any particular form of habitation, fuch as bountiful 
nature lias affigned to the beaver, the fwallow, or the bee; but 
man is bom with a native fenfe of his wants, and with judg¬ 
ment and intellectual powers to improve his fituation by fuch 
means, as the country affords, and as the climate will fugged. 

Thus far I can venture to (late, not only from what I have 
but likewife by a ftronger conviction, from what I have 
in the various climates and parts of the world in which I 
beheld mankind, in almoft every ftage of negative or 

The hollow tree, and the thick foliage of tire forefl, into 


are fitter for occafional than for permanent refidcncc. They 
appear evidently imitated in the wigwams of the torpid, 
wretched, unfettled Pechcrais on the frozen coafi: of Terra del 
Fuego ; of the equally independent, hut not more fortunate 
New Hollanders, in a milder climate) and of the more civilized 
and fagacious hunting favages of North America. 


rly the fame every where as to form, 
; only in the nature of the materials 











circumftances it is fo ftiii. If thcfc great men, or ufurpers, 
became afterwards objedls of fuperftitious adoration, or if 
they have themfelves been the framers of any fyltem of fuper- 
ftition, then we {hall no longer be at a lofs to account for the 
almoft univerfal tradition which characterifes rocks and ca¬ 
verns as the haunts and facred habitations of the Gods; and 
in confequence of which the form and gloom of fuch caverns 
have been univcrfally imitated in the oldeft temples. Their 
external form and appearance is the fpiry rock, the towering 

how grand! Their inner form, their breaks, and mafl'es, how 
infinitely more various, grand, and majeftic, than any thing 
which the poor wigwam, and its mo# ingenious imitations, can 
Tuggeft orboaft of, which, compared to them, dwindle into no¬ 
thing ; their wonderful variety, their lliape, tlieir ftrudture, 
combination of parts, and natural ornaments, depend partly 
on the difference of the caufes and circumftances under which 
they have been formed, and on the nature of the mountains in 
which they are found. The Granite, which forms the higheft 
mafl'es of the-oldeft mountains, affedts particular forms, and 
difplays a mixture of parts, which are either not found, or are 





inclined, which, furnifhes folid maffes of almoft every fize and 
dimenfion. 

The large ft obelifks of Egypt have been hewn out of 
them. When {battered or broken by the irrcfiftible fhock of 
earthquakes, the impetuofity of torrents, when worn by the 
current of rivers, or cqrroded or mouldered by the flower 
action of froft, wind, and weather, the horrid crufh and 
downfall of mountains prefents the granite blocks and ftrata 
in their rude unwieldy immenfity, wildly piled upon each 
other, fo as to form, accidentally, huts and caverns beneath. 
In the fame manner, they appear naked and laid bare on the 



I have been informed by an ingenious and learned 
friend of mine, well acquainted with the natural hiftory 
of Cornwall, that we need not go to Upper Egypt or 
the Alps for the ftudy of granite mountains 3 the whole 
fouth-wefterly end of this ifland, beginning at Dartmoor in 
Devonfhire, and extending through the whole county of 
Cornwall, to the remoteft cliffs and rocks of the Scilly Iflands, 
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and materials; older and younger brothers and fitters of 
the fame family, conceived, brought up, and bred to more 
or lefs grandeur, elegance and perfection, in the Egyptian, 
Hindoo, and other artificial grottos and caverns. The py¬ 
ramid, the obelifk, the fpire ttceple and minaret, are evident¬ 
ly bold, ftupendous imitations of the romantic forms of 
fpiry, towering rocks, which the imitators of humble huts 
never prefumed to attempt. The flat roof hundred pillared 
Egyptian temple, the Indian pagoda, and choultry, are as 
evident copies of the numerous caverns, cool grottos, and 
excavations in the rocky banks of the Nile in Upper Egypt, 
and in the ifland of Elephanta and Salfet near Bombay. 
Gloom and darknefs are common and defirable to both; for 
Fancy works bett when involved in the veil of obfeurity. 
The arched vault and lofty dome was not fuggefted to the 
Egyptians and oldeft Hindoos by the grotto and facred 
caverns in.granite mountains; they are the natural forms of 
other caverns, and in particular the boaft, the ftrength, and 
glory of more modern Moorifh and Gothic temples. If the 
fingle or grouped pillars, in many of the props and 
fupports of artificial caverns, (hould appear heavy, they 
mutt, be regarded as having been originally props to moun¬ 
tains ; and fuch would be retained in common ule, till 
experience found out eafier and more pleattng proportions; 
and till afpiring genius, at the fight of airy and lofty caverns, 
dared to give them lightnefs, and all the fanciful forms and 
graces of the Gothic flylc. 




































of them nifhed over bodies, and rolling in confufed heaps, 
they appeared like ai 


their raoft frantic moments. The body was next cut to pieces, 
and devoured; the head, however, was referved, as thofe of the 
kid and the cock: fo various are men in their conceptions 
concerning what may be moft acceptable to the Deity. After 
the completion of this facrificc, they retired to their feveral 


habitations in' parties, and began the rejoicing of the day, 
which, indeed, was devoted to univerfal revelling and intoxi¬ 
cation; and I could have wifhed, for the honour of the fair 
fex, that thefe latter excefies had been confined to the men. 
After the rites of Bacchus had far exceeded the bounds of tem¬ 
perance, thofe who were capable of fuftaining an erett pofition 
began dancing, men and women promifeuoufly; others, in 
parties, roared out their extravagant joy in fuch drains, as 
may be fuppofed adapted to the prefent hate of the performers; 
and the night concluded with a dead filencc. 

Mr. Cleveland did not remain long after tiie performance 
of the ceremony^ we therefore proceeded on our journey back 
































mod one uninterrupted ice 
day’s march we met a few' 


lation. On 
people pallir 










the great Shall Heft Khawn, 
here arc nlfo fcvcral Tombs. 


"palaces of the great' Omrahs, built in the time of Acbar 
Jehanguire, and Shah Jchan. A little farther, the city of 
Agra offers itfelf to the eye, with the great fort and palace, 
and the profpect is terminated to the fouth-weft by that vaft: 
monument of eaftern elegance, the Tajc Mabel, built by the 
emperor Shah Jchan. 

This fpot takes its name from Data, a tent, and Shah, 
king or fovereign, being the fpot where- the emperor’s tent 
was lirft fixed, when he made his progrefs from Agra to the 
eaftern provinces of the empire. It being the general cuftom, 
from the time thedynafty of theMoguls was fixed in India, under 
Achar, that the emperor fliould take the field in the fummer 
months, with a large army, attended by the whole court, the 
bankers, and the artifans, &c. Thus the camp became a great 
' city under tents, and each'trade had its feveral quarter allotted 
to them, tire emperor's tent being in the center of the whole, 
furrounded by thofe of the great officers of ftate. 


On the 24th Major Brown was waited upon by Avafiab 
Ivhavn, an Omrah of high rank, from - the Nabob Mirza 
Shufleh Khawn, who lay encamped three cofs to the north- 








clear and very cold, frequently frofty, in fo much, that I have 
fecn feveral tanks frozen entirely over; but in the middle of the 
day we generally found it very hot. I palfed moft of my days 
at Agra, making drawings either of the great fort or other 
buildings, moft of which lay in ruins. 

The city of Agra is fituated on the fouth fide of the river 
Jumna, which at this place is not fordable, and rifes imme¬ 
diately from the water, extending in a vaft femicircle. It is 
fuppofed to be a place of high antiquity. The prefent city, 

named from him Acbarabad, and was the principal feat of his 
government. The fort, in which is included the imperial 
palace, is of vaft extent. A view of the fort is given, and is 
luch as will, afford a general idea of the building and its 
fituation. It is conftrudfed of a red free ftone, and it would 
appear to have been very ftrong, when firft raifed. It origi¬ 
nally had a double wet ditch, of great width and depth, and 
well fupplied from the river. The fort was an ifland, formed 
by three ditches; one face of it, that to the eaftward, was 
wafned to the foot of the walls by the river. The outer ditch 
is now totally ruined, the high road going through it, as may 
be obferved in the Plate. The inner ditch is very bad in many 
places, and in feveral is quite dry. The city was encircled by 
a wall and towers at a bow-lhot diftance from each other. 




which /houlcl bear his own name, built a great city adjoining 
the old one of Delhi, and named it Jehanabad; but the name, 
like the empire, is now nearly loft. To people his new city, 
he is faid to have tranfported thither one half of the people of 
Agra, to the amount of upwards of five hundred thoufand. 
The ruins that immediately enfued in Agra, rendered it ncccf- 
fary to erect, for the fecurity of the people, another wall, 
forming a part of a circle within the old one; and this wall 
was built by Joy Singh, a Hindoo Raja in the fervice of the 
emperor Aurungzebe. 

The whole fpace between thefe two walls is one m'afs of 
mins. The inner wall is but in indifferent repair, and within 
it is eafy to difeern that it is chiefly compofed from the ruined 
buildings, except, indeed, towards the Delhi gate of the fort, 
where is the great Musjiid or Mofque, built of red ftone, but 
greatly gone to decay. Adjacent to this fpot is the Choke, or 
Exchange, which is now a mere ruin; and even the fort itfelf, 
from its having frequently changed its matters, in the courfe 
of the laft feventy years, is going rapidly to defolation. It 
was taken by Colonel Poller, when that gentleman was in the 
fcrvice of the Nabob Zoolfeccar ul Dowlah, better known by 
the name of Ncdjif Khawn. In- the eaftern front of the fort 
was the imperial refidence, built of white marble, covered on 







Secundrii, /binds the tomb of the emperor Aebar. This 
enormous building is fcated in a garden, regularly planted 
both with foreft and fruit-trees, and many flowering flrnibs, 
and walled round, which is fuppofed to contain a- fpace of 
upwards of twenty Englifli acres. The monument is raifed in 

the center on each fide, and great pavilions at the angles and 
over the gates: it confifts of five feveral ftories, which gradually 
diminifli with pavilions at each angle. The domes of the 

of red ftone, in parts intermixed with white marble. The 
fifth or upper ftory is entirely of white marble, and has a range 
of windows running round each fide, which arc fret work, 
cut out of the folid flab. The pavilions that finifli this ftory 
are likewife of marble? thefe have been greatly damaged, as I 
was told, by lightning, and by an earthquake. One of the 
pavilions is quite gone, and the domes of the others are greatly 
injured. The infide of this upper ftory is curioufly inlaid 
with black marble,- expreffive of certain paflages from the 
Koran? and I was informed by a critic in Pcrfian writing,, 
that it is in the moft perfect ftyle. On each ftory of this 

Jehanguire and Jehan, had coverings of gold cloth, fupported 
by pillars of filver. Under the fhade of thefe awnings the 
mollahs or priefts of the religion of Mahommed convgrfed 
with men of learning. 
























Jails attend the mofquc here at the hours of prayer, and ap¬ 
pear the molt orderly and decent that I have feen among the 
Mahomedans; extremely attentive to Grangers, and aftidu- 
ous to (hew and explain every part of it. The infide of the 
great building is of white marble, with many ornaments of 
flowers beautifully carved. The tomb is in a chamber be¬ 
low, and the body of Taje Mabel lies in a farcophagus of 
white marble, under the center of the building. Ciofe to it 
is a fimilar one, containing the body of her hufband Shah 
Ichan. Thefe farcophagi are perfectly fimilar to thofe in 
the tomb of Acbar. 

The garden and the furrounding buildings cannot occupy 
a fpace more than equal to one half of that of the Emperor 
Acbar, at Secundrii. Tavernier mentions, that he was 
witnefs to the beginning and the finilhing of this building, 
which employed upwards of twenty thoufand men conflantly 
at work for a term of twenty-two years. The free-flone 
was obtained in the neighbourhood, but the marble was 
brought 4 from Kandahar, the eaflern province of Perfia, by 

by the road. The expence is faid to have amounted to 
little Icfs than one million fterling. 

On the third of March the Nabob’s camp moved ciofe to 
Secundrii, where we remained until the fifteenth, when we 
removed to Gougaut, feven cofs from Agra. Here the 


















Gwalior was in the poffeflion of Madajee Scindia in tlie 
year 1779; at the clofe of which year the Governor General 
and Council of Bengal concluded an alliance with the Rana 
of Gohd; in confequence of which, foiirbattalions-of Seapoys, 
of five hundred men each, and feme pieces of artillery, were 
fent to his affiftance, his diftria being over-run by the Maha- 
rattas, and he himfelf fliut up in his fortrefs of Gohd. 
The grand objedt of this alliance was to penetrate into 
Scindia’s country, and finally to draw him from the weftern 
fide of India, where he then was, attending die motions of 
General Goddard, who was employed in the redudion of 
Guzerat. In adopting this meafure, the idea of Mr. Haftings 



leave matters open for 
Poonah, the principal 




feat of the Maharatta government'; anti the event was anfwer- 
able to tills cxpe&ation. Major, now Colonel Popham, was 
appointed to the command of .this little army, fent to the 
Rana’s affiftance, and was very fucccfsful, as well in clearing 
the country of the enemy, as in expelling them from one of 
their moft valuable diftridls, and keeping poffcffion of it. 
Mr. Haffings, who juftly concluded that the capture of Gwa¬ 
lior, if practicable, would not only open the way into Scindias 
country, but would alfo add.to the reputation of the Britifli 
arms, in a degree much beyond the rifque and cxpcnce of 
the undertaking, repeatedly expreffed his opinion to Major 
Popham, together with a with that it might be attempted; 
and founding his hopes of fuccefs on the confidence that the 
garrifon wpuld probably have in the natural ftrength of the 
place, it was determined that it fliould be attacked. As the 
fuccefs, therefore, of this enterprize is only generally known, 
I have added the following account of the manner of obtain¬ 
ing poffeflion of it, from a letter written by Captain Jonathan 
Scott, at that time Perfian interpreter to Major Popham, to 
his brother Major John Scott, who has obligingly permitted 
the infertion of it in this work: 

“ The fortrefs of Gwalior (lands on a vaft rock of about 
four miles in length; but narrow, and of unequal breadth, 
and nearly flat on the top. The- fides are fo flcep, as to 
appear almoft perpendicular in every part; for where it was 




by a wall and baftions, and farther guarded by feven ftone 
gateways, at certain diftances from each other. The area 
within is full of noble buildings, refervoirs of water, wells, 
and cultivated land; fo that it is really a little diftrift in 
itfelf. At the north-weft foot of the mountain is the town, 
pretty large, well built, the houfes all of ftone. To have 
befieged this place would have been vain ; for nothing but 
a furprize or blockade could have carried it : , 
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maker, but at this time commanded two battalions of the 
Rnna’s infantry 3 lie exprefTcd himfelf-heartily tired of his 
military career, and a,wifh to return within the-Britifli terri¬ 
tory, to his former occupation, as he had made fome little 
property in the Rana’s fervice, which he wifhed to retreat with, 
but had no means to convey it, not being fuffered to depart; 
he therefore requeued I would take charge of a cafket for him 


• Lucknow, which I readily did, and delivered it to his friend. 











fome of which are huts : in this part, as a Arranger paffcs, every 
now and then a favage-like being ftarts out, completely armed 

European is, in the prefent day, a paflport. I was two days 
and a night on this journey from Gwalior to Etaya. The 
heats, in die middle of the day were extreme, and the bearers, 
having one day miffed their way in this ocean of fand, they 
fet me down, and left me, while they went fomc diftance to a 
hut to enquire the road. In this fituation I was for upwards 
of two hours,, when fome of them returned ; and. heartily re¬ 
joiced I was at the fight of a human being: it was impoffible, 

they mull: have buffered. On my arrival at Etaya, die fight of 
a few green '.herbs made me confidcr it as almoft a very. 
Eden. 

On the 16th, I finilhed this journey at Lucknow, when 
the heats and fatigue I had buffered brought on a violent 
dyfentery, and a palpitation at the heart, from which I was 
long in recovering. Colonel Polier received me with his 
wonted hofpitality; and I remained with that gentleman about 







without an efcort of the military for protection : near the vil¬ 
lage of Sultanpoor, there appeared a body of about fifty horfe 
belonging to a famous marauder Rah Sing, who had made 
himfelf extremely obnoxious by his depredations. His party 
watched my boats the whole of one night, within fifty yards of 
us; the alertncfs of my Scapoys, however, prevented any 
attack, and at day-break the party marched off. 

Not far from where this river enters the Ganges, Rands the 
fort of Jionpoor, a building of confiderablc extent, on a high 
bank commanding the bridge. It is now chiefly in ruins, though 
formerly, from Rrength and natural fituation, it commanded the 
country from the Ganges quite to Lucknow : It was built by 
Sultan Feroz Shah, about the year i j 02, and this place at one 
time was the feat of an empire. Chaja Jehan, Vizier to Sultan 
Mahummud Shah, during the minority of his fon, Sultan 
Maniood Shah, affumed the title of Sultan Shirki (or king of the 
Eaft), and took pofleflion of Bahar, and fixed his refldcnce at 
jionpoor, where he built the great musjud or maufoleum, 
which is Rill remaining, for the interment of himfelf and his 
family. This ruin is a great pyramid in the front, blunt at 
the top, the apex being cut off; the front is covered with orna¬ 
ments. Over the center of the building in which arc the 
remains of the tombs, rifes a dome, but much below the front 
of the building which is feen from without; there has alfo 
been a fquarc of buildings in the front, as appears by the foun¬ 
dations,which now only remain. 





ftone flops on every fide, now greatly mined. I judged, by walk- 

Thc plan of this niaufoleum is a fquarc bafe, rifmg from the 
•• center of the lake, having at each angle pavilions crowned with 
i a cullus; from this bafe was a bridge, 
mftfted of fix 

pointed arches, which communicated to the fide of the lake, and 
oil two fides are a double flight of fteps to the water; on the 
bafe is raifed an oflagon building, having three pointed arches 
in each face, and on each angle are pavilions fmifhed like the 
former. Somewhat behind this runs an octagon with one win¬ 
dow in each fide, and on the angles, pavilions like the others 
below; behind this is likewife an oflagon, ninety-two feet in 
diameter, and from the extremes fpring the dome, which is 
•fmifhed on the top by a fmall pavilion, like thofe already dc- 
feribed. A great part of the building is now covered with 
fhrubs and trees, which have taken root within the ftones, and 
promife a fpeedy decay, if not a total overthrow, of this grand 
pile. The country in the neighbourhood is hilly; and fur- 
rounding the lake are hills, formed by the excavations when 
it was firft made; moft of thefe are now covered with trees. 
The infide of the building is pcrfeflly plain, nor does it 
appear ever to have had any decorations. The tomb of the 
Emperor is ftill remaining in the center, with feveral others 
furrounding it, which are thofe of his children. The dome, 
'like the reft of the building, is of a fine grey free ftone, now 
difcoloured by age and neglefl. 




On my return to Buxar, I proceeded to Bauglepoor, where 
I found my friend Mr. Cleveland on the bed of ficknefs, which 
in lefs than three months deprived the Indian world of his 
valuable life, a lofs irretrievable to his friends, and mod; 
feverely felt by the public.. 


bufmefs, without fufficient care of a very dehcate framed and 
poftponing until it became too late, the expedient of trying 
a more favourable climate, terminated the mortal exiftence of 
this ineftimable man, who died on board a fhip, at the mouth 
of die Ganges, in which he had embarked for the Cape of 
Good Hope. His remains were brought back in the pilot vef- 
fel that had attended the fhip, and were afterwards depofited 
at Bauglepoor, where a handfome monument was erefled to 

3 arrived at Calcutta on the 24th of September, after a 
journey of nine montiis and fourteen days, through a country 
which had once hecn (object to the Moguls j the greatetl and 
the richeft empire, perhaps, of which the human annals can 
produce an in he nee, and which was adorned by many really 
great charafters in politics and in arms. 

I cannot look back at the various feenes through which I 
palfed in diefe excurfions, without almoft involuntarily in¬ 
dulging a train of reflections relative to the ftate of the arts. 






under this, as well as under the Hindoo government. The 
amazing monuments which are Hill to be found in India, 
prove the Muffulman conquerors, to have been well acquainted 
with the principles of architecture, and at leaft to have had a 
tafte for grand compofition ; in painting, on tile contrary, they 

are highly beautiful in compofition and in delicacy of colour; 
their attempts in this art have alfo been confined to water¬ 
colours ; and they have laboured under a further difadvantage, 
the religion of Mahommed prohibiting all refemblances of 
animated nature. Whether the Arabs have ever tranfgreffed 
the law in this point, I know not; but probably, on ac¬ 
count of the remotenefs of India from the original feat of the 
religion of Mahomed, it may have loft much of its rigour, and 
may, therefore, have left the princes of India at more liberty 
to indulge themfelves in this elegant art. 

In fculpture there are no inftances of excellence among 
the Moors, except in the Taje Mahael at Agra, upon which 
there, are flowers calved with confiderable ability. 

The Hindoos appear to me to rife fuperior to the Mahom- 
medans in the ornamental parts of architecture. Some of the 
fculptures in their buildings are very highly to be commended 
for the beauty of the execution; they may, indeed, he faid to 
be veiy finely drawn, and cut with a peculiar Iharpnefs. The 
inftance which is produced in this work , of a column from the 
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the weflern coaft of India; and which I fhould recommend 
to the attention of any artifl who may be induced to vifit 
India, in future, with intentions fimilar to thofe which 
drew me from my native country. Iincant to have com¬ 
menced my journey at Benares, and finifhed at Surat. As 
this is a part of India untrodden by an ar.tift, much matter 
might be collefted relative to the Hate of ancient India, as 

handed down from the earliefl. period of the Hindoo re¬ 
cords. I mufl think, from what I have feen of the Hindoo 
charatter, that fuch a journey might be carried into execu¬ 
tion with perfeft fafety, and would add greatly to our hock 
of knowledge relative to the Eaftern continent. 

It is but too true that the expences would be confiderable, 
from the ncceffity of being attended by a great number of 
fervants; for, as is juftly obferved by Mr. Orme, in his 
fecond volume, “ The different calls of the Indian religion 
being appropriated to fpecific and hereditary vocations, 
many of them are entirely prohibited from fervile offices 
and hard labour; and of thofe allotted to fuch occupations, 
each mufl abide by that alone to which he was born: the 
hulbandman would be difhonoured by employing his mat¬ 
tock, excepting in the field he is to fow; and even lower 
races have their diflinttions, infomuch, that the cooly, who 
carries a burden on his head, will not carry it on his (boul¬ 
der.” The reputation, however, that would neceffarily at- 
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tend the completion of fuch an undertaking, would be more 
gratifying than whatever wealth might be accumulated in 
the common track of profeflional purfuits. 

A painter for fuch purfuits ought neceflarily to be en¬ 
dowed with three great qualities ; a perfect knowledge of his 
art, and with powers to execute readily and correftly ; judg¬ 
ment to cbufe his fubjefts; and fancy to combine and dif- 
pofe them to advantage. The fird I mud fuppofe him pof- 
feffed of; in the fecond is included the choice of fubjeft, 
with the knowledge of all the parts neceflary for fuch a 
fubjeft; and in the third is included the combination of all 
the different parts, fo as to produce a general effeft: but 
the imagination mud be under the drift guidance of cool 
judgment, or we fhall have fanciful reprefentations indead of 
the truth, which, above all, mud be the objeft of fuch re- 
fearches. Every thing has a particular charafter, and cer¬ 
tainly it is the finding out the real and natural charafter 
which is required; for fbould a painter be poffeffed of the 
talents of a Raphael, and were he to reprefent a Chinefe 
with the beauty of a Grecian charafter and form, however 
excellent his work might be, it would dill have no pre- 
tenfions to reputation as charafteridical of that nation. 


Many other tours in that intereding country might be 
undertaken by the enterprizing artid. We know that the 
whole coad of Malabar podefies pifturefque beauty equal to 
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